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Mr. McCrary
And The Slave
Uprising
Thomas McCrary, among the settlers who obtained land
grants when Madison County was first formed in 1809,
carried to his grave the exact year in which his home, two
miles north of Three Forks of Flint and one and one-half
miles west of Deposit, was erected.
This mansion, which for more than a century has housed
the family of its builder, was altered soon after the Civil
War by a son's bride, who was granted her wish to live in
a one-story building, instead of the higher residences se
lected by her father and father-in-law.
Under the roof of this dwelling once rested one of the
largest slave and land owners ever to settle in North Ala
bama. More than 300 slaves, and each with a trade, was
both his motto and his aim. No record in the early days,
whether legal or otherwise, seemed complete without the
name of Thomas McCrary, and he signed many of them.
Bom in Charleston, S. C ., January 17, 1789, Thomas
entered three quarter sections of land, that on which the
home stands, in N ov., 1809. Daniel Wright, an emigrant
from near Raleigh in Surrey C o ., N. C ., obtained a grant
on a half section adjoining McCrary during the same month
of that year. William Wright, his brother, patented, in
April of 1811, the remaining quarter of the section in which
McCrary had located, thus leaving him situated between the
two.
Thomas was to marry daughters of each of these men.
His first wife, Betsey, daughter of Daniel, was born April
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12, 1793, married Sept. 23, 1812, and died Aug. 10, 1821.
The second bride, Nancy, who was wedded to him Nov. 23,
1823, was born Dec. 26, 1805, and died October 16, 1895*
It is supposed that McCrary married Betsey elsewhere,
for no record of the ceremony can be found in this county.
Perhaps he met her when she came down on a short visit
with her father to see the scene of her future home. Per
haps Thomas returned to N. C. with his neighbor at some
time andwas introduced to her there. At any rate, reason
exists for the belief that she did not settle here until 1813
or 1814, for her cousin, Nancy, whose family probably
accompanied that of her uncle, recalled that she came down
in a gig at the age of nine.
McCrary doubtless started his home as soon as possible
after he was married the first time. The building was
erected of brick made there on the plantation by slaves. In
the front was a small porch, perhaps a third as wide as the
house, with four brick columns, the two largest of which,
extending to the roof of the dwelling, were on the front
com ers.
Six rooms made up the mansion. These were arranged
on each floor with a large chamber on one side of the wide
hallway and two smaller chambers on the other. A cellar
was excavated beneath that side of the house on which the
largest were located.
Double doors set off the front while brick terraces were
laid around each side of the building almost as far as the
frame kitchen at the back. The family slaves were quar
tered in eight brick buildings, surrounded by a separate
fence at the side of the yard, four arranged at right angles
to the other four.
McCrary had four children by his first wife. These
were James Alfred, bom July 4, 1813; Nancy Evelyn, bom
March 28, 1815, wife of Orville Eastland; Mary Elizabeth,
bom Aug. 25, 1817, wife of Josiah Battle, and Lucinda,
bom July 21, 1819, wife of James B. Cloyd.
By his second wife, he had Williams, bom Oct. 17, 1827,
died Feb. 21, 1891, and Thomas Augustus, bom July 10,
1837, died 1843.
A few years after his marriage to Nancy, her parents
died, leaving several small children. Thomas assumed
the responsibility of their care and brought them to his

-16-

home to live, later sending them to school in Huntsville.
In order to house these additions to his family, McCrary
was forced to build an ell a story and a half high at the back.
These later rooms were the only, part of the old mansion
left unchanged when it was remodeled;
Even from the beginning, this settler was a shrewd and
true business man. Often, he mounted his,favorite riding
horse in front of his home, early in the morning, to return
that night from Winchester, Tenn., a town 40 miles away.
His land was increased rapidly until he owned thousands
of acres, the majority of which lay around Deposit. Each
fall, his cotton was hauled to Whitesburg in specially made
wagons, drawn by six horses, for shipment to New Orleans.
He also owned two tanyards, one at Deposit and the other
near Meridianville. The first Huntsville directory, pub
lished in 1859, shows that he was a member of the firm of
McCrary, Patterson and Sprague, grocers, rope manu
facturers and operators of a cotton mill. Their business
was located on Jefferson Street, north of its intersection
with Holmes Avenue.
McCrary's numerous slaves were listed with the date
of birth and the names of their parents in the large family
Bible, still in the possession of his descendants. The ma
jority of these lived on the part of his plantation near Deposit
known as McCrary's Quarter. Each slave was taught a
trade so that this section, bordering on the old Winchester
Road, appeared to be a community in itself. Weavers, shot
makers, tailors, blacksmiths and men trained in many other
occupations were included there.
Even up until his death on August 31, 1865, Thomas was
considered, an active and influential citizen of the county,
both in business and social circies. Often, he drove with
his family to balls in Huntsville, or went with them to some
party at a neighbor's mansion. Though he continued to take
part in festivities "past the three-quarter-century point of
his life, no younger partner could tire him and no step on
the floor was considered lighter.
The esteem with which McCrary was held by his fellow
men is indicated in the following incident, taken from Capt.
Frank Gurley's own account of his experiences during the
Civil War:
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"In two or three days, a man came to my camp and
told me the Yanks had arrested Old Man McCrary,
and that a Negro named Chaney was against him. The
old man sent me word not to let the Negro come there
if I could help it. I found the old Negro was a black
smith and belonged to McCrary. I had a few suits of
Yankee clothes, so I put on one suit and put one suit
on another man. Then we went late in the evening to
see Chaney at his blacksmith shop.
"He thought we were Yanks, and all was nice. I told
him the Rebs were after us and that I needed him to
pilot me out of their reach. He had an old blind mule
to ride so he got the mule ready quickly and we were
soon on our way, as he thought, to safety.
"We soon began to find my other men. Not long after
ward, we found a grandson of old Major McCrary.
Then the Negro discovered he had been trapped. As
we were riding along a dense thicket, he jumped off
his old mule and into the thicket, but he had not got
one jump away before the man who was riding on that
side fired at him and broke one of his legs in three
places. We went to the crippled Negro, and after he
finished the most powerful prayer I had heard, we
carried him to a sink hole in the mountain. There
we got all the information out of him we could.
"He told us the Negroes had a night set to rise and
kill all the white people, and then they would marry
all the young white girls. He had picked out a young
lady living close by there for his wife, and the same
girl later married one of the men who was listening
to him.
"After telling me the names of agood lot of his Negro
officers who were to be in the insurrection, he stopped
talking very suddenly. 'N o,' he said, 'I have got to
die, and I will tell you no m ore.'
"He never spoke another word. I got him on his old
mule and carried him close to the sink hole. I took
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my halter rein and put one end around his neck, the
other around a tree limb. We led the old mule off
and the old Negro swung into the darkness.
"After he had quit struggling, we took him down and
carried him right to the sink hole and pushed him off.
His head went to the edge of the hole and we raised
his feet up and he went to the bottom, 50 feet down.
No one has found him up to this date. Old. Major
McCrary was kept in jail in Huntsville for a month
and then turned loose."
Upon his death shortly after the South surrendered, Mr.
McCrary was buried beside his first wife in the cemetery
on the Daniel Wright plantation adjoining. On one of the
stones in the wall surrounding their graves is inscribed,
"The earth within these walls is dedicated to the dead there
in. "
McCrary's estate was largly reduced by the war, but
despite his losses he owned, at his death, 1267 acres of
land valued at $8. an acre, personal property estimated at
nearly $13,000., 350 shares in the Memphis & Charleston
Railroad worth only 72 Cents on the dollar at the time, and
50 shares in the Madison Turnpike C o ., worth $6. each.
His son, Williams, married Alice Ellett, daughter of
Alfred H. and Mary Hewlett Ellett, March 31, 1858. Their
children included Emma, who died young; Nancy, wife of
O. C. Hammond of Deposit; Willie, wife of Dr. J. P. Watts,
deceased; Mamie, wife of John R, Thomas who lived on an
adjoining farm; Robert S ., who lived on a part of the old
plantation at Deposit; Ellett, also on the Deposit plantation;
Thomas, Hattie and Lucy, the last three of whom were all
single, lived in the old home.
In 1873 the dwelling was changed as Williams' wife de
sired. The remodeled part was erected on the site of the
old mansion and directly in front of and attached to the ell
which had been added. The old cellar was discontinued and
a new one dug on the other side of the house.
Many pieces of the family furniture, much of which was
brought from New Orleans, remain in the dwelling. The
original brass fire set, a four-poster bed, the major's
Hepplewhite desk with its secret drawer, the old hatstand,
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the sideboard which stood in the hall of the old home, and
the dining room table around which the fifth generation of
this family was reared and at which some of the sixth
generation have sat, are included. Even some of the cen
tury-old cut glass and china dishes are there.
Beneath the six large original oaks on the lawn is to be
found a memorial to the slaves who once served Thomas
McCrary. This is a stone mortar for beating corn into
hominy, lifted from a place near the old Negro quarters at
the back to a dignified spot beside the ancient rows of box
wood along the front walk, and now serving as a bird bath .
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The skeletal remains of the
High-Brown-Routt Mansion.
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